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So many nevers:
She'll never go completely gray;
She'll never get old;
Never retire;
Never have grandchildren.

She'll never meet her son's girlfriend;
Never see him graduate;
Never see him married.

She'll never watch her boys
Struggle with adulthood;
Never know the pride
Of each precious win.

She'll never know arthritis;
Never know dementia;
Never get diabetes;
Never fear cancer.

She'll never know the pain
Of this pernicious grief:
She'll never see
One of her children
Die.
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